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Reputation grows
for retired painter
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“It would have been a tragedy if she did
not continue teaching — for her and for us,”
said Crystal. “She gets into people and helps
us create things we never thought possible.
Pearl enjoys it, too. I think teaching for her
has become the painting.”

The work of 25 painters and photogra-
phers, including Swanger and Crystal, is re-
presented in the latest exhibition, sponsored
jointly by the county and the art associ-
ation. The show is the brainchild of County
Administrator Fred J. Rossi, who was look-
ing for an inexpensive way to decorate the
building, which was renovated and expand-
ed last year.

Rossi assigned former Parks Commission
employee Anita Seidel to fill the empty hall-
ways with the work of local artists. The un-
likely bonding of penny-pinching bureau-
crats and under-appreciated artists
appeared blessed from the start.

“A public building is a marvelous place for
art,” said Seidel. “There’s all this space
available, and it doesn’t cost anything to
exhibit there. It’s centrally located, only a
block and a half from the Morristown

Green, and anybody — from lawyers to tax-
payers — can see and purchase art while
doing business with the county.”

Every three months, the balance of the
200 paintings that remain unsold are re-
turned to the artists and another 200 are
exhibited. The current group is on display
Mondays through Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. until Oct. 26. Additional shows are
already booked through most of 1992.
Prices, as noted in blue catalogs available at
the security desk near the first-floor en-
trance on Court Street, range from $60 to
$3,000. Some of the work is not for sale.

For local artists such as Swanger and Wil-
liam Sturm of Mount Olive, who have strug-
gled for decades to show their art, these
exhibitions are a boon. »

“Few artists paint for financial rewards,
but everyone wants to be appreciated,” said
Sturm, a chemistry teacher who has run the
show with his wife since a budget crunch
forced Seidel to leave the county’s employ in
April.

There are other benefits, too.

“Art sure brightens up a grim place in the
best possible way,” remarked Crystal.

PHOTOS BY ROBERT TOWNSEND/THE RECORD
Above right, Pearl Swanger’s “‘Spring Street,” a scene from Morristown. Below left,
William Sturm of Mount Olive with his painting “The Northwest Corner of Mendham.”
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The paintings and photographs on dis-
play also provide an historic county refer-
ence. For example, Swanger’s depictions of
Morristown and the farmland surrounding
the urban core and Sturm’s vivid renderings
of local landmarks represent an artistic
record of a county in transition.

“Pve tried to document many buildings in
the area which have great character,” said
Sturm, who has four paintings exhibited in
the fourth floor elevator lobby.

Louis Absalon of Morris Township,
whose work appears on the second floor
bridge between the administration building
and the courthouse, has concentrated some
of his work on scenes from Jockey Hollow
outside Morristown, where Washington’s
troops spent the Revolution’s coldest win-
ter.

It is the work of the self-taught Swanger,
however, that dominates the exhibition.

“She painted about 800 paintings in her
lifetime, and about 600 survive,” said her
husband, Saul, a retired mathematics teach-
er who attended the first day of the exhibit
in his wife’s stead. “She painted over the
other 200 canvasses because they just
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Anita Seidel
Former Parks Commission employee

weren’t good enough.”

All the work, including her early trial-
and-error efforts, has been consolidated by
modern technology, he said.

“Her students now tape her, then type her
words onto computer disks so others may
learn from her,” he said. “I read these lec-
tures sometimes, and even I, who have
known her all her career, am amazed at the
challenges she sets for her students.”
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#M Morris County might consider
building a new reservoir in Jefferson
Township on land adjacent to West
Milford, the county’s chief engineer
said Monday.

Plans to build the Longwood Val-
ley Reservoir in Jefferson may be
resurrected because a report re-
leased Thursday found a 25-year-old
plan for a reservoir in Washington
Township too costly and likely to be
mired in environmental restrictions,
said Thomas Branch, chief engineer
of the Morris County Municipal Utili-
ties Authority.

County water demand is expected
to reach 88 million galions a day in
50 years, compared to the current
demand of 49 million gallons a day.

WAYNE

B Franklin Keller and his ancestors
have been a part of the township for
100 years. No more.

A planned move to Sussex County
will transplant him and his insurance
agency within two months. He wishes
he were leaving on better terms.

The Morgan and Keller Agency is
on Parish Drive, just past the en-
trance to the new headquarters for
Plessey Electronics Systems Corp.,

Wayne’s second-largest employer.
Recently, Plessey workers painted
road stripes and turn lanes to the
company entrance near his office,
Keller said that means less space for
cars to pass, which could lead to a
ban on parking outside the agency.

“Im being painted out of busi-
ness,” he said.

B After years of reluctance, the
township has put the finishing touch-
es on its Mount Laurel housing pro-
posal and sent it fo a Superior Court
judge for approval.

The township is obligated to ac-
commodate 1,000 units of low- and
moderate-cost housing. Such housing
plans are required of all New Jersey

municipalities, under the state Su-
preme Court’s Mount Laurel rulings,
which are named after the Burling-
ton County township that was the de-
fendant in two major fair-housing
cases.

Wayne’s plan includes a mix of
units from private sources, as well as
township-sponsored housing for the
handicapped and senior citizens.
Wayne would also satisfy nearly half
of its obligation by paying for the
renovation of substandard housing in
Paterson.

Before Judge Howard Kestin rules
on the proposal, he is to get an opin-
ion from a court-appointed master
who is an expert on housing matters.
The master, Karen Kominsky, is

likely to alter the plan submitted by
Wayne, Township Attorney Ronald
Breslow said.

B The Township Council on Wednes-

day approved allocation of $425,000
to turn a vacant concrete strip off

-Route 23 into a park that will honor

area veterans.

The Veterans Alliance Park acqui-
sition was passed by a 7-0 vote as
part of revitalization of the Mountain
View section, the closest Wayne
comes to having a downtown.

The park will be on Mountain View
Boulevard across from Taylor Drive.
The bulk of the two-acre parcel actu-
ally is the roadbed of the old Route

See REVIEW Page 10
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Atrium exhibit showcases an orlglnal Spirit

PEARL SWANGER,
RETROSPECTIVE
Atrium Art Gallery,
Hall of Records
Court Street, Morristown -
through Oct. 26 “

BY MARION FILLER
DAILY RECORD

Pearl Swanger (1918-1994)
was one of a kind, a
Morristown artist and a very
special human being who is
being honored by a retrospec-
tive exhibit of her paintings at
the Atrium Gallery through
Oct. 15. -

Small, dynamic and full of
sass, Pearl cared deeply about
many things. A prolific artist
who taught at the Morris
County Art Association and
served as president for nine
years, she passed on her exu-
berant love of color to students,
exhorting them to keep a light,
clean palette and pamt “in the

key of E.”

* She also cared a lot about
Morristown — enough to start a
" program to bring original art to
the public schools, enough to
lay down in front of bulldozers
clearing the way for Route 287
gs it passed through town in
the mid 1970s and enough to
write copious letters to officials
and newspapers when she
thought the cause was just. She
thought globally as well, and
was the founder of the local
chapter of S.A.N.E. in Morris
County during the 1960s.

Her feelings were shared by
husband Saul Swanger, very
much a local institution him-
self, who taught mathematics at
Morristown High School from
1944 to 1984 and still resides in
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the same house where the
Swangers lived from 1947 and
raised three children. It was he
who selected the pieces for this
show from among the many
canvases in Pearl’s studio.
Because she never titled any-
thing, Saul did that as well.

“They called me on a Friday
and asked if I could have 33
pieces, framed and titled and
ready to hang by Monday,”
Swanger said. “I went into her
studio and cleared -the dust.
Pearl left a tremendous bequest
of paintings, there is even an
unfinished one on her easel. It
was difficult to see it there.

“The important thing to me
is that these paintings get out
into the public. I owed it to her
to see that it was done.”

And he has. The paintings,
nearly all oil on canvas, line the
walls of the third floor of the
Atrium, filling the space with
imagery that personifies what
Pearl was all about. They por-
tray the town she loved so dear-
ly and demonstrate the kinship
she felt with “everyman” by
what she chose to paint, not
necessarily the glamorous man-
sions and manicured gardens of
Morristown but the back yards
and clotheslines.of the working
class. ;

Her was

palette never

somber, but grew even more

vivid as she progressed — shad-
ows in bright purple, leaves in
glowing vellow and orange,
water and sky of the brightest
unadulterated blue. The excite-
ment of creativity is every-
where to be seen, everywhere
to be enjoyed by the audience.
Every year two scholarships
are awarded in Pearl Swanger’s
memory, one sponsored by the
Morris County Art Association

to a Morris County student of
promise and another, spon-
sored by the Swanger family, to
a Morristown High School
graduate who shows proficien-

cy in some creative area
whether art, literature or
music.

Although his children now live
in California, Massachusetts and
New York, Saul Swanger contin-
ues to live at home, close to what
he holds dear.

“I'm busy writing, listening
to WQXR and doing the cross-
word puzzle,”
look out of the window and see
the trees my children planted
and I know I'll never leave thlS
place.”

Neither will Pearl.

says Swanger. “T°
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